
                                                                                            
                                                 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School phone 
262-255-8470  

 
Voice mail 

262-946-2088 
 

Email 
gebakat@sdmf.k12.wi.us 

 
 

Please visit http://mrsgebauer.com  
 

for subject related and just plain fun activities! 
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Congratulations! You are the parent of a second-grader here at Ben Franklin School! 
You will be amazed at just how much your child will grow this year.   During second 
grade your child will become an accomplished reader and writer! You will see 

changes in your child's thinking, as he/she becomes familiar with abstract concepts and symbols.  
Independence will begin to shine.  That's the kind of growth you'll see this year! 

Ways to Help Your Child Shine 

Stars shine the brightest when they are admired -- and that's your job! Staying involved in your child's 
education is the key to a successful year. Engage your child in conversation about his/her day, but know 
that children won't always give out much information. Instead of saying "What did you do at school today?" 
(The answer is often "nothing!"), you can say, "Tell me what you did in math?  What did you read today?  
How is your story coming along in writing workshop?  Tell me something good that happened in school!ò 

 
Another way to stay involved is to check your child's take home folder EVERY evening. You'll usually find 
it packed with homework, projects, flyers, notices from the office or PTA, as well as notes from me. As 
daunting as it may be, try to sort through them, and read each one. They often contain important 
information and reminders. Your child should come to school the next day with a fairly empty folder -- just 
homework or notes to me!   
 

A Few Procedures 
 
To help keep things "shining", it helps to remember our class procedures. If you are picking your child up 
early from school, or if someone else is, please send in a SIGNED, DATED note with your child's FULL 
NAME written on it.   If your child usually takes the bus and you plan on picking them up, please send a 
note.  Without a note, your child will be sent to the bus lines. 
 

Snacks  
Your child will need a small, healthy snack each day, packed separately from lunch.  Itôs a long day and 
children learn better when they are not hungry.  Please, no candy or snack that needs to be eaten with 
a spoon!  All snacks should be consumable within 5 minutes.   
 

Due to allergies, our classroom needs to be a ñNUT FREEò environment!  This means that any 
food item with peanuts (including peanut butter) or any other nut will not be allowed in our 
classroom.  It is okay, however, for you to pack these items for your childôs lunch.  Please also 
keep this in mind when sending treats to school for birthday celebrations.   Some suggestions: 
dried fruit, fresh fruit, fresh vegetables, cheese, Cheerios, Goldfish snack crackers, whole wheat 

crackers, breakfast fruit and grain bars, chewy granola bars, popcorn, pretzels, animal crackers. 
 
Lunches should be in a lunch box or bag with the name on the outside.  If your child needs to purchase 
milk or juice with their cold lunch, please remind them in the morning. Sometimes children forget what 
they're buying!   
  

Birthday Celebrations 
If you choose to send a birthday treat, please consider making all the treats the same. 
This will help alleviate any hurt feelings if a student doesnôt get his/her choice.  Please be 
sure to include spoons, plates and napkins if needed as these are items that are not part of 
our classroom supplies.  As an alternative to the edible treat, consider donating a small gift  
to the classroom, such as a book, puzzle, craft item, game, etc. Your child can open the  
gift and present it to the class.  Pencils, stickers or erasers are some alternatives to food.   

Reach For the Stars! 



Your child will have the ability to use stability balls as chairs in 
our classroom.  Why use stability balls?  
 
Well, your children enjoy learning, but their constant fidgeting, 
rocking back on chair legs, kneeling on chair seats and 
sometimes even falling out of chairs tends to get in the way of 
staying focused on the task at hand. 
 
Research shows that sitting on the balls instead of on 
traditional chairs helps children to improve their posture, 
enhance attention and improve balance. It activates mental 
capacities. 
 
The use of the ball chairs will be voluntary and anyone who feels uncomfortable with their use 
may certainly use a regular classroom chair. There is a learning curve to everything and the kids 
will have instruction in the proper use of the chairs.  Also, I think it would be prudent to have 
parent permission before allowing children to use them.  
See the stability balls in action at http://www.wittfitt.com/ 
 
Field Trips 
The office is requesting that a check made out to Ben Franklin School be written for any 
field trip payment.  Counting out dollar bills and change for an entire grade level has 
become very time consuming and takes our secretaries away from more important tasks. 

 
Water is essential for our learning.  We will be practicing Brain Gym activities, which require 
a drink of water along with some quick ñbrain exercise.ò  Sending 25 students to the water 
fountain wouldnôt be a good use of our time.  So, please have your child bring a water bottle 
to school each morning.  An old sock to put over the bottle will help keep our tables dry.   I 
will send it home each night to be cleaned.  Water bottles that arenôt emptied and cleaned 

each night could become home to some nasty germs.   
 
All students are expected to go outdoors for recess.  The exceptions are, of 
course, rain and temperatures colder than 10 degrees below zero.  This means 
your child must be dressed properly for outdoors.  Wisconsin weather can be 
fairly unpredictable.  The weatherman says the cold front will move in at midnight but 
lo and behold, itôs here by 1:00 in the afternoon.  
 
 Please be sure to send jackets or sweaters with your child, especially during the early fall days.  Winter 
weather requires hats and mittens.  Often it requires boots and snow pants.  It is so much better to be safe 
than sorry!  Please be sure everything is labeled with your childôs name.  Too often, more than one child 
has the same Packer jacket or pink boots. 

 
 
 
  
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

If you feel your child is too ill to go outside for recess, your 

child is too ill to be at school!   Please keep them home.  A student 

who is sick will not be learning much at school.  Plus the rest of us 

would prefer not to òcatchó whatever your child has!  If you send 

your child anyway, expect to get a call from the health room, asking 

you to take your chi ld home.   



Almost everything we do centers around reading wonderful literature! And there's no better 
way to build up both our classroom and your home libraries than with school book clubs. 
During the year we will use the Scholastic Book Clubs, which offer wonderful, current 
literature as well as a large selection of easy and beginning reader books which 
are sometimes difficult to find, but so appropriate for the second grader.   
 

This year, parents will be able to make book club selection online using your credit cards or 
the traditional method of sending orders to school and paying by a CHECK made payable to SCHOLASTIC 
BOOK CLUBS.   Please check www.mrsgebauer.com for more information about online book club orders.   
 

Our Schedule 
Monday Gym and Music 

Tuesday Library 

Wednesday Gym and Music 

Thursday Guidance and Gym 

Friday Art 

Everyday Lunch at 12:20 

Everyday Dismissal at 3:40 

 
Appointments  
 
Of course, I hate to have any child miss school, as everything we do is important!  However, I realize that 
doctors and dentists feel their time is as valuable as ours.  The bulk of schoolwork (reading, writing and 
math) will be done in the morning.  It is best if any appointments can be scheduled in the afternoon (after 
2:00) if possible.   
 

Vacations  
 
Conference time in November is NOT a vacation break.  This is the time teachers have available to speak 
to you about your childôs progress.  There are several vacations breaks scheduled during the year and you 
are highly encouraged to take advantage of those days.  Please keep in mind that missed instruction time 
is not something easily made up.  Subject related workbooks are not available and so there are limited 
resources to send along with your child.   
 

Classroom Rules  
 
1.  Follow directions quickly. 
2.  Raise your hand if you need to speak. 
3.  Listen when the teacher is talking. 
4.  Make wise choices. 
5.  Keep your dear teacher happy (this one pretty much covers all those odds and ends issues) 

 
Homework! It always seems that little brother or sister can't wait for homework, while big 
brother or sister wishes it would just disappear! Homework in second grade is primarily 
about developing responsibility. Students are responsible to bring home the assignment, 
complete it with a parent's guidance, and then return it. These skills will help to serve your 
child well later in his/her school life!  
 
Much of the assigned homework in second grade involves reading, spelling and math.  
Unless otherwise specified, homework is due the following school day. Parents often 
wonder, "Should I correct my child's mistakes? How will the teacher know he/she is having 
a problem?" My advice is: yes, point out the mistakes to your child in a gentle way, and 
use that opportunity to re-teach and clarify the skill. If you would like me to know about a 
particular problem area, you can always jot down a note, and I'll respond as soon as 
possible. 

http://www.mrsgebauer.com/


Reading in Second Grade? How t 

In second grade, reading instruction is approached several ways.  Whole group instruction includes the use 
of poetry and literature to emphasize particular skills, comprehension strategies or an authorôs craft.  Small 
group instruction gathers students with similar needs in a skill or strategy.   Individual reading allows me to 
conference 1-1 with students while the rest of the class engages in books of their choice.  
 
There is reading homework every night in second grade. Parents, you are requested to set aside at least 
15 minutes (more is even better) each night for your child to read. Students may choose to read a book 
from our classroom library or one from home. Students are also expected to complete a reading log each 
night.  This log should be signed by a parent. 
 
 
  
For additional practice, visit the Reading Workshop link on http://mrsgebauer.com  for interactive activities. 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Reading skills and strategies 
¶ Reads grade level material independently at 95% accuracy  

¶ Independently monitors, cross-checks, and self-corrects reading 

¶ Use alphabetical order to locate information 

¶ Use knowledge of complex letter patterns and sounds to decode words 

¶ Use context to infer meaning of unknown words 

¶ Reads in phrases with grade appropriate fluency and expression 

¶ Recognizes high frequency words at independent reading level 

¶ Reads silently 
 

Comprehends and analyzes text 
¶ Identify literary elements (plot, character, setting) 

¶ Identifies story elements ( character, setting problem, and solution) 

¶ Retells text using all of the story elements 

¶ Asks and answers different types of questions and looks for evidence in the text to support 
questions and answers 

¶ Applies new knowledge to what is known and generates new ideas 
 

Responds to text 
¶ Can determine appropriate connections to self, other texts, and the world 

¶ Can determine important ideas 

¶ Can determine theme and main ideas 

¶ Can distinguish between a variety of genres ( fiction, realistic fiction, non-fiction, poetry, drama, 
folktales, fables and biographies) 

 

Read to acquire information 
¶ Uses comprehension strategies to understand the authorôs message 

¶ Identifies and uses text features 
¶ Reads to learn new information 
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After Reading  
¶ What would have happened ifé.? 

¶ I wonder why the authoré.? 

¶ I wonder where we could look to find out more abouté..? 

Ways you can help . . . 
Reading is more than saying the words or getting from the beginning of the book to the 
end.  To be successful readers, children need to comprehend text. This is more than 
answering a few questions about the story.  Reading is an interactive process in which 
good readers engage in a constant internal dialogue with the text.  The ongoing dialogue 
helps them understand and elaborate on what theyôve read.  Good readers use the 
following strategies to unlock meaning: 

 
Fix Up Strategies 

Good readers are aware of when they understand and when they donôt.  If they have trouble understanding 
specific words, phrases, or longer passages, they use a wide range of problem solving strategies including 
skipping ahead, rereading, asking questions, using a dictionary and reading the passage aloud.  They may 
even ask you for help in understanding a difficulty. 
 

Schema 
When readers fit what they read into what they already know or have experienced, they are using schema.  
As you read to or with your child think about: 
Making Connections 

¶ How can you connect what you read to your own life? That character reminds me 
oféébecauseé.This house (family, dog, problem) is like ours becauseé. 

¶ How can you connect the reading to another book?   

¶ How can you connect the reading to events happening in our world? 
Author Schema 

¶ What do you about the author that might help you to anticipate what happens in the story?  Does 
the author like surprise endings?  Does the author often use the same characters?  This kind of 
understanding really helps young readers when they are reading within a series, like Magic Tree 
House or ABC Mysteries. 

Prior Knowledge 

¶ Help your child think about the title and pictures before he or she reads and use what they know to 
make predictions.  Good readers use their knowledge before, during and after reading to enhance 
their understanding of what they are reading. 

Identify Lack of Schema 

¶ When you donôt make many connections, when you arenôt familiar with the author and donôt know 
much about the subject, reading is harder.  Good readers need to have a plan for this kind of 
challenge. 

¶ Encourage your child to ask questions about unfamiliar topics.  Use the internet, the diction and 
other reference materials to research unfamiliar topics or authors. 

Ask Questions 
When readers question the text before, during and after they read, they attend more closely to the story.  
Good readers generate questions before, during, and after reading to clarify meaning, make predictions, 
and focus their attention on whatôs important. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
It is important for readers to understand some of the most interesting questions we have arenôt always 
answered in the story! 

Before Reading  
¶ What do you think will 

happen? 

¶ Why do you supposeé.? 
 

During Reading 
¶ Why do you supposeé.? 

¶ What do you thinké.? 

¶ I wonder whyé.? 

¶ How comeé.? 
 



Create Mental Images 
When readers can use their senses to help them imagine what they might smell, hear, see, taste or feel as 
they read, they get more emotionally involved with what they read which leads to deeper understanding. 
 

¶ Imagine what a character or setting looks likeé. 

¶ What kinds of things do you imagine hearing?  Smelling?  Tasting?  Feeling? 
 

Making Inferences 
More than simple prediction, inferring happens when readers can take what they know and what is written 
in the book to ñread between the lines.ò  The ability to infer helps the reader get to the ñwhyò of the story.  
You can help your reader to use inference to: 

¶ Think about why a character takes an action. 

¶ How a character feels in a certain situation. 

¶ Why an author made certain choices as he or she was writing the book. 
 
Good readers use their prior knowledge and information from what they read to make predictions, seek 
answers to questions, draw conclusions, and create interpretations that deepen their understanding of the 
text. 
 

Determining Importance 
Readers need to prioritize as they read.  It is related to main idea and identifying themes.  It is a critical skill 
for students as they encounter textbooks and nonfiction.  Good readers can distinguish between important 
and unimportant information. 
 

Identifying Themes 

¶ What kind of message is the author sending? 
Prioritizing Information 

¶ What are the critical ideas? 

¶ What is just interesting without being important? 
 

Synthesize Information 
When you set out to make Chocolate Chip Cookies and begin to gather up the ingredients, you donôt have 
cookies until the measuring, mixing and baking is done.  You begin with all the needed ingredients and 
somehow, you synthesize them into those tasty cookies that disappear so fast!  When a reader can use all 
the comprehension tools described above to take a book and truly make it their own through masterful 
retelling, they are synthesizing!  Good readers track their thinking as it evolves during reading to get the 
overall meaning. 
 

But Donôt Forget toé 
 

¶ Continue to read to your child every day and vary the type of material 

¶ Have your child read independently, read to a sibling or read to you every day 

¶ Play word games by describing a familiar object using only adjectives (cold, angular, frosty, etc.)  
Can you identify the objects?  (Ice cube) 

¶ Help your child learn about words with the same meaning. 

¶ When reading a chapter book, ask your child to summarize the previous dayôs selection before 
continuing to read together. 

¶ Talk about why you read the newspaper, magazines and books. 

¶ Read for information.  Pay attention to those maps, charts and graphs. 

¶ Provide time for your child to read at night (15 -30 minutes a night) 

¶ Make regular visits to the library, create a home library for your child 
 
 
 
For additional practice, visit the Reading Workshop link on http://mrsgebauer.com  for interactive activities. 
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Content 

¶ Write complete sentences and stay on topic 

¶ Include relevant details 

¶ Use descriptive language 

¶ Create text that is easy to read 

¶ Use a variety of sentence types    
 

Organization 

¶ Write stories with a beginning, middle and end 

¶ Use transition words (first, next, then, last, etc...) 

¶ Write a lead opening 

¶ Have a closing thought 
Process 

¶ Rereads work to clarify meaning 

¶ Uses suggestions of others to add or delete words or sentences 
 

Conventions 

¶ Proofreads for capitals, punctuation, and grammar using classroom resources when necessary 
 

Spelling Applications 

¶ Spells grade level words correctly 

¶ Identifies and self-corrects spelling errors 

¶ Uses knowledge of spelling patterns 
 

Penmanship 

¶ Letters are correctly formed and evenly spaced 

¶ Letters are correctly placed on lines 
 

 
Ways you can help in writing. . . 

¶ Work together to make a list of topics that are important and interesting to your child 

¶ Play word games, such as rhyming games, opposites, I spy etc. 

¶  

¶ Read things aloud and talk about how they sound 

¶ Help your child use a dictionary to check spelling, or spell-check on a computer 

¶ Share different types of literature with your child (fairy tales, classics, science fiction, mystery) 

¶ Encourage your child to write notes, invitations, grocery lists, thank-you notes, letters, journalsé 

¶ Talk about how they might take a story from a book and write their own version. 

 
 
 
 
For additional practice, visit the Writing Workshop link on http://mrsgebauer.com  for interactive 
activities. 
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Word Study Spelling  
 
Many teachers teach spelling by giving students a list on Monday 
and a test on Friday with practice in between. This type of drill and 
practice has earned traditional spelling instruction a reputation for 
being boring. That there is no big picture and no ultimate goal 
makes it all the more tedious ï as soon as one spelling list is 
tested, another list takes its place. 
 

Luckily, there is an alternative to traditional spelling instruction called "Word Study" which is not based on 
the random memorization of words. Word study provides students with opportunities to investigate and 
understand the patterns in words. Knowledge of these patterns means that students needn't learn to spell 
one word at a time. Word study is also designed to build word knowledge that can be applied to both 
reading and spelling. Because it is closely tied to reading instruction, it also develops students' abilities in 
phonics, word recognition, and vocabulary. 
 
Word Study instruction begins with developmental testing: finding out what your child already knows about 
English spelling. Students are then provided with instruction that fits their particular stage of spelling 
development and are moved along sequentially in their instruction. This program allows students to build 
on what they already know, to learn what they need to do next, and to move forward. 
 
In a nutshell, you will seeé  
 
Å Appropriate level spelling "sorts" depending on your childôs initial spelling assessment. 
Å Introduction to a new group of words with a specific feature as its focus each week. 
Å Hands-on activities to sort words with common characteristics into defined groups. 
Å Your child thinking hard about whether these features mean they have to HEAR what the words  
  have in common or SEE what they have in common (or both). 
 
 
What does this mean for you at home?  
 
Your child will bring home a page of words each week. These words are not meant to be memorized or 
written multiple times for rote practice!  Instead, you will receive a parent page with instructions for a certain 
type of sort to be done with your child each night. The students will have had experience sorting their 
words in class, so they should know what to do. All I ask is that you supervise each night's sort. It may take 
a few weeks until everyone is fully comfortable with the differences between a "blind sort" and a "closed 
sort."   
 
Students will be assessed with a weekly test that combines writing and sorting words from the word list. 

Tests will be graded on two criteria: correct sorting into categories, and correct spelling. 
 
 
 
 
 
For additional practice, visit the Word Work link on http://mrsgebauer.com  for interactive activities. 
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